Ghosts in the schoolhouse!!! Oh…they are just Halloween Ladybugs!
Steve Cho

Every year around Halloween, the schoolhouse is filled with flitting, red-orange insects. Though their numbers have decreased slightly over the years, they continue to accompany our classrooms along with some ghosts. They are everywhere: on the ceilings, on windows, on the lights…sometimes even on the desks! People wonder what they are doing inside and not hunting in the luscious fields just outside the windows. Have these beetles been brainwashed by their lives at Groton that they are so desperate to study? Or maybe, they are studying human behavior so that they can fulfill their ambition to take over the world and make us their slaves. I couldn’t just sit there and let these little beetles take over our schoolhouse, so I started doing some research on them.
These ladybugs are commonly called Halloween Ladybugs because they appear around the time of Halloween. Their proper common name is Multicolored Asian Lady Beetle while their Latin name is Harmonia axyridis. The fact that these beetles have different colors within the same species has given them the title Multicolored beetles. People may wonder how it is possible then, to figure out which ones are Harmonia axyridis and which ones are of other species. The easiest method to tell a member of Harmonia axyridis from say, a Cycloneda, C. munda, which can look similar without spots, would be to look at the top of their protonum, which are right behind the head. The Harmonia axyridis will have a white M-shaped mark there. 
Like most other ladybugs, the Harmonia axyridis mainly feeds on aphids and other hemipterans. As their common name implies, the beetles are not native to North America. There were numerous attempts in the past to introduce the species to North America in order to control agricultural pests, such as aphids. Unfortunately, the first few attempts were a failure and the aphid population continued to pose a threat to American agriculture. The United States Department of Agriculture finally decided that it was time to show the aphids who was the boss…and they brought in the axyridis again from China. It seemed that this was again a failure, but in a few years, it was evident that the axyridis had survived and were flourishing. Nowadays, they are common northern and eastern US. 
The axyridis have not been completely helpful, however. They could be considered as pests because they contaminate grapes and overwhelm the native ladybug population in some areas. They also have a habit of entering human dwellings. They aren’t satisfied with their own houses, so they just enter our houses and dwell… WITHOUT PAYING RENT!! 
So...why DO these beetles enter our buildings? It is rumored that some axyridis bite people, perhaps to consume salt off our skin. Pretty strange, eh? But I am pretty sure that they have better places to go for salt…heck, they could just go to the dining hall, crawl across the floor and find a load of salt from all the salt that people spill. So, guess that can be discarded. Are they really then, planning to study humans and take over the world? They do have bites that cause allergic reaction in some people. Who knows? Maybe our new president Obama is allergic and the beetles will hold him hostage. Still….quite unlikely.
The simplest and the most reasonable explanation is given by…natural desire. When it’s snowing and freezing outside, would you rather sleep on the circle or in your room? Unless you are crazy and resistance to cold, you probably like being warm. Same with the poor ladybugs. They are even more susceptible to cold than we are because they don’t rely on outside temperature to warm their bodies. The answer is simple; the ladybugs enter our dwellings to share our warmth and hide from the cold. They shelter themselves inside walls when possible or in any kind of sheltered place inside houses to overwinter. Ladybugs are pretty cool though, so hopefully, people at Groton won’t have any trouble with having them in the same building...As a classmate of mine once said, “Spiders are gross, but ladybugs are cute!”
